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AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


We recently gave a summary of the anniversary 
of this Society, and extracts from the speech of Mr. 
Clay. The following are 


Extracts from the Report. 


The moral and religious character of the Colo- 
ny exerts a powerful influence on its social an: 
civil condition. That piety which had guided 
most of the early emigrants to Liberia, even be. 
fore they lett this country, to respectability and 
usefulness an:ong their associates, prepared then, 
in Jaying the foundations of a Colony, to act with 
a degree of wisdom-and energy which no earthly 
motives could inspire. Humble, and for the most 
part unlevered meno; born and bred in circum- 
stances the most unfavorable to mental culture ; 
unsustained by the hope of renown, and unfamii 
jar with the bistory of great achievments and bhe- 
roic virtues, theirs was nevertheless a spirit unino- 
ved by danges or by sufferings, which misfortunes 
could not daiken, vor death diemay. They left 
America, and fel that it was for ever: they land- 
ed in Africa, possibiy to find a home, but certain 
ly a grave: Strange would it tave been, had the 
religion of every individual of these early settlers 
proved genuine ; but immensely change as have 
been their circumstances, and severely tried then 
faith, most have preserved untarnished the honors 
of their profession, and to the purity of their mor- 
als and the consistency of their contact, is in a 
great measure to be attributed the social orde: 
and general prosperity of the Colouvy of Laiberig. 
Their example has proved most salutary; and 
While subsequent emigrants have tound themrvelves 
awed and restrained by their regularity, serivus- 
ness and devotion, the poor natives have given 
their cunfideuce, and acknowledged the excellence 
of practical Christianity. “It deserves record,” 
says Mr. Ashmun, “that religion has been the 
principal agent employed in laying and confirm- 
ing the foundations of the settlement. To this 
‘enument, ruling, restraining, and actuating the 
minds of the Colonists, must be referred the whole 
Srength of our civil government.” Exavnples of 
Inemperance, profaveness or licentiousness, are 
rear rare; and vice, wherever it exists, is 

ged to seek concealment from the public eye. 

he Sabbath is universally tespected; Sunday 
9 a both for the children of the Colony and 
wl thon. are established ; all classes attend 
able -. y upon the worship of God; some charit- 
of the — have been forined for the benefii 
Cealed the en; and though it must not be con 
““, that the deep concern on the subject of re- 
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ligiou, which resulted, towards the conclusion of 
the year 1825, in the public profession of Cliris- 
tianity by about fifty Colonists, has in a measure 
subsided, and some few cases of delinquency since 
occurred ; and though there are faults growing out 
of the early condition aud habits of the early set- 
tlers, which require amendment; yet the Mana 
gers have reason to believe, that there is a vast 
ind increasing preponderance on the side of cor- 
rect principle and viituous practice. 

Two hundred and twenty-four plantations, of 
from five to ten acres each, were, in June last, oc- 
cupied by the settlers, and most of them are be- 
lieved to be at present under cultivation. One 
hundred and fourteen of these are on Cape Mont- 
serado, thirty three on Stockton Creek, dewomi- 
vated the Halfway Farms, becanse nearly equi- 
distant from Monrovia and Caldwell, (the St. 
Paul’s settlement,) and seventy-seven at the con- 
fluence of Stockton Creek with the St. Paul's, 

The St. Paul’s Territory includes the Halfway 
Farms, aud is represented as a beautiful tract of 
country, comparatively open, well watered and 
fertile, and still further recommenied as having 
heen, for ages, selected by the natives on account 
of its productiveness, for their rice and cassada 
plantations. The agricultural habits of the pres- 
eut occupants of this tract, concur with the advan- 
tages of their situation, in affording promise of 
success to their exertions. “ Nothing,” says ‘he 
Culomal Agent, “ but circumstances of the most 
extraordinary niture, can prevent them fron ma- 
king their way directly to respectability and abun- 
dance.” 

Oxen were trained to labor in the Colony in 
1825, and it was then expected that the plough 
woud be introduced in the course of another 
year. Although commerce has thus far taken the 
lead of agriculture, yet the excellence of the soil, 
the small amount of labor required for its cul:iva- 
tion, aud the value and abundance of its products, 
cannot fail, finally, to render the latter the more 
cherished, as it is certainly the more important in- 
terest of the Colony. 

The trade of Liberia has increased with a ra- 
pidity almost unexampled, and while it has suppli- 
ed the Colonists, not only with the necessaries, 
but with the conveniences and comforts of life, the 
good faith with which it has been conducted, has 
conciliated the friendship of the natives, and ac- 
quired the confidence of foreigners. 

The regulations of the Colony allowing no cred- 
its, except by written permission, and requiring 
the barter to be carried on through factories es- 
tablished for the purpose, has increased the prof- 








its of the traffic, and prevented numeteus evils 
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which must have attended upon a more unrestrict- 
ed license. 

Between the Ist of January and the 15th of Ju- 
ly, 1826, no less than fifteen vessels touched at 
Monrovia, and purchased the produce of the coun- 
try, to the amount, according to the best probable 
estimate, of $43,920, African value. The export- 
ers of this produce realize, on the sale of the goods 
given in barter for it, a profit of $21,990, and on 
the freight, of $8,736, moiking a total profit of 
$30,786. 

A gentleman in Portland bas commenced a 
regular trade with the Colony ; and for his last ear- 
go landed in Liberia, amounting to $8,000, he re- 
ceived payment in the course of ten days. The 
advantages of this trade to the Colony, are mani- 
fest from the high price of labor, (that of mechan- 
ics being two dollars per day, and that of common 
laborers from 75 cents to $1 25 cents,) and from 
the easy and comfortable circumstances of the set- 
tlers. “An industrious family, twelve months in 
Africa, destitute of the means of furnishing an 
abundant table, is not known; and an individual, 
of whatever age or sex, without ample provision of 
decent apparel, cannot, it is believed, be found.” 
* Every family,” says Mr. Ashmun, “and nearly 
every single adult person in the Colony, has the 
means of employing from one to four native labor- 
ers, atan expense of from four to six dollars the 
month ; and several of the settlers, when called up- 
on in consequence of sudden emergencies of the 
public service, have made repeated advances of 
merchantable produce, to the amount of 300 to 
600 dollars each.” The Managers are happy to 
state, that the efforts of the Colonial Agent to en- 
large the Territory of Liberia, and particularly to 
bring under the government of the Colony a more’ 
extended line of coast, have been judicious and 
energetic, and in nearly every instance resulted in 
complete success. From Cape Mount to Trade- 
town, a distance of one hundred and fifty miles, 
the Colonial Government bas acquired partial ju- 
risdiction. Four of the most important stations 
on this tract, including Montserado, belong to the 
Society, either by actual purchase, or by a deed 
of perpetual lease; and such negotiations have 
been entered upon with the chiefs of the country, 
as amount to a preclusion of all Europeans from 
any possession within these limits. The fine Ter- 
ritory of the St. Paul’s, now occupied by settlers, 
was described in the last annual report of the So- 
ciety. 

The Territory of Young Sesters, recently ceded 
to the Society, is ninety miles south of Montsera- 
do, in the midst of a very productive rice country, 
affording also large quantities of palm oil, cam. 
wood, and ivory. The tract granted to the Colo 
ny, includes the bed of the Sesters river, and all 
the land on each side, to the distance of half a 
league, and extending longitudinally from the riv- 
er’s mouth to its source. in compliance with the 
terms of the contract, the Chief of the country has 
constructed a commodious store house, and puta 
number of laborers sufficient for the cultivation of 
a cice plantation of forty acres, under the direction 
of a réspectable Colonist, who takes charge of the 
establishment. 

The right of use and occupancy has also been 
ohtained to a region of country on the south branch 
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under the superintendence of a family from Mon. 
rovia, has already proved a valuable source of jp. 
come to the Colony. Rice is also here to be cy). 
tivated, and the Chief who cedes the territory. 
agrees to furnish the labor. % 
The upright and exemplary conduct of the ip. 
dividual at the head of this establishment, has pow. 
erfully impressed the natives with the importance 
of inviting them to settle in their country: and con. 
sequently, the offer made by the Colonial Agen, 
for the purchase of Factory Island, has been ac. 
cepted by its proprietor. ‘This island is in the riv. 
er St. John’s, four miles from its mouth, from five 
to six tniles in length, and one third of a mile in 
breadth, and is among the most beautiful and fer. 
tile spots in Africa. A few famiiies are about to 
take up their residence upon it, and prepare fo; 
founding a settlement, “ which cannot fail,” says 
Mr. Ashmun, “ iv a few years, to be second to no 
other in the Colony, except Monrovia. 
Negotiations are also in progress with the Chief 
of Cape Mount, which, if successful, will secure 
to the Colony the whole trade of that station, esti- 
mated at $50,000 per annum, and may ultimately 
lead to its annexation to the Territories of Liberia, 
“The whole country between Cape Mount ani 
Tradetown,” observes Mr. Ashmun, “is rich in 
soil and other natural advantages, and capable of 
sustaining a numerous and civilized population 
beyond almost any other country on earth. Leeav- 
ing the sea-board, the traveller, every where, at 
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the distance of a very few miles, enters upon a uni- Bi pyey, 
form upland country, of moderate elevation, in: Hy) or 
tersected by innumerable rivulets, abounding in Biijses 
springs of unfailing water, and covered with a ver- BM)jve} 
dure which knows no other changes except those Biyeco 

}whieh refresh and renew its beauties. The coun- Bi pyaj 
try direct! on the sea, although verdant and fruit- B¥joc: 
ful to a high degree, is found every where to yield, BY,),j:t, 
in toth respects, to the interior.” 

Much progress has been made the last year, in RF; ) 
the construction of public buildings and works o! 
defence, though, with adequate supplies of lumber, 
more might doubtless have been accomplished. it 
Two handsome churches, erected solely by the . “ 

es 


Colonists, now adorn the village of Monrovia 
Fort Stockton has been rebuilt in a style of streng!! 
and beauty. A receptacle capable of accommo. 
dating one hundred and fifty emigrants, is com 
pleted. The New Agency house, Market Hous. 
Lancasterian School, and Town House, in Mow 
rovia, were, some months since, far advanced, an 
the finishing strokes were about to be given to th 
Government House on the St. Paul’s. The wing 
of the Old Agency House has been “ handsome! 
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fitted up for the Colonial Library, which now cor f 
sists of 1200 volumes, systematically arranged " Pr 
glazed cass, with appropriate hangings. All O'Mthe w 


books are substantially covered, and accurately Hithree 





of St. John’s river, north nine miles from Young 
Sesters, and the trading factory established there, 









belled; and files of more than ten newspape® Bietither 
more or less complete, are preserved. The lib Bae Quari 
ry is fitted up so as to answer the purpose 0! 'BiMpively | 
reading room, and it is intended to make it a ™ he o 
seum of all the natural curiosities of Africa, whi? HB rate ¢ 
can be procured.” pray, t 

No efforts have been spared to place the Co Hp vould 
ny ina state of adequate defence, and while" BR'o buil 
regarded as perfectly secure from the native " Bag Minist 
ces, it is hoped and believed that it may sus?" HRScason 
itself against any piratical assaults. “The es!” BAB *d tog 
lishment has filteen large carriage guns and ‘HP owns, 
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Sin behalf of this place since the expiration of the 


1827.] 
small pivot guns, all fit for service.” Fort Stock 


strong battery is now building on the height of 
Thompson Town, near the extremity of the Cape, 
which it is thought will afford protection to ves- 
sels anchoring in the roadstead. The militia of 
the Colony consists of two corps appropriately 
yniformed, one of Artillery of about 50 men, the 
other of Infantry of 40 men; and on various occa 

Jjons they have proved themselves deficient nei- 
ther in discipline nor courage, 














































































AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


vom a Minister in the western part of the state 

of New-York, accompanying a donation lo the 

Society. 

Tiis amount we tender to you for the use of 
the Executive Committee, in their great underta- 
king to supply our country with an able and faith- 
ful minisny. If Lvemensber right, this makes our 

outributions to your funds amount to $100, the 
sum you were pleased three years ago to grant to 
his congregation. ‘Though that was a very sea- 
sonable grant as it respects my necessities, yet 
hen | compare the pectiniary abilities of those 
aciually and for a long time associated in the sup- 
wt of the ministry here, with the extreme weak- 
ness of a host of congregations in our country who 
are literally almoners for the bread of life, I could 
ever feel satisfied until what I accounted a debt 
should be pani. I dare not make any great prom 
ses to your Soctety for the future, though I feel a 
ively wterest in its progress. According to your 
ecommendation, our Auxiliary Society has an an- 
nual meeting in March, when I hope we shall eol- 
lect something ia addition to the sum now trans- 
nitted. 
From a Minister whose commission in this Socie- 
ty's service has lately expired. 


Ihave not solicited aid from your Committee 


year: not because it is not equally as necessitous 
as it was the last ; nor because the prospect of use- 
ulness is less promising ; but because I perceive 
he calls upon your benevolence, far and near, are 
o loud and pressing, that I am disposed to leave 
an application for the present, until we see if we 
annot possibly do without a sum which might be 
he means of turnishing a precious laborer to some 
vhitening field in the prairies of Lodiana or lingis. 


Furnished by a Missionary of the Society. 


Prayer AnswereD.—Some years since, in 
le western part of this State, the members of 
three neighboring churches, at that time without 
itber pastors or houses of worship, agreed upon a 
Quarterly Concert of Prayer, to be held success- 
wely in the three towns where they were situated. 

he object of the Concert was, generally to culti- 
Yate Christian. communion, and particularly to 
pray, that by an outpouring of the Spirit, God 
vould raise up a people who should be disposed 
'o build a house to his honor, and to seek for the 
Ministration of a stated pastor. Not many such 
seasons had these few scattered Christians enjoy- 
*d together, when upon meeting in one of these 
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powerful revival of religion; the result of which 
was a great accession to the church, a renovation 
of the habits of the place, and the crection of a 
house of worship. About the same time a similat 
revival, with the same results, occurred in the sec 
ond of these three towns ; which was followed, af- 
ter a short interval, by the same occurrence in the 
third. The Concert now ceased to be observed. 
Each church found itself supplied with a house of 
worship and a pastor ; one of them being aided by 
the Home Missionary Society until the last sum- 
mer, when it no longer needed assistance. 

Bnt though the churches were built up, yet the 
special influences of the Spirit were withheld, and 
the pious in each of the three places began to echo 
the wish, “that it were there as in months past.” 
The Concert therefore was revived, at least by 
two of the three churches; some circumstances 
preventing the other, though invited, from joining 
their brethren. Alternately in the two places, 
meetings of deep interest were held, and in hear- 
ing the fathers of the two churches recount the cir- 
cumstances which originated the Concert, and the 
blessed evidences that God had heard their suppli- 
cations, the hearts of all were warmed, and though 
late in imitating the conduct of the Samaritan le- 
per, “they returned to give thanks unto God.” 
They were humbled and at the same time encour- 
aged to hope and pray for a repetition of his spe- 
cial presence in a revival of religion. 

The circumstances thus far are intimately known 
to the writer of this anecdote, since which he has 
received information of a revival of religion hav- 
ing occurred in each of the churches by which the 
Concert was renewed. He knows nothing of the 
other, but believes that it has enjoyed no such 
blessing, and is now without a pastor. If the lit- 
tle bands of believing and prayerful professors of 
religion who are stattered through the new settle- 
ments in the west, should initate this example, é 
would not be in vain. 


From the American Sunday School Magazine: 


SCHOOLS OF THE PROPHETS. 


“ Who knows,” observed the chairman of the 
Teachers’ Prayer Meeting at K——, “ but your 
little school may produce faithful preachers of the 
yospel ?” “ Preachers !” rejoined one of the teach- 
ers, “ why, our Sabbath School at Burslem (Eng- 
land) has produced eight and twenty travelling 
preachers! !"—why, your Jones the missionary, 
who was wrecked off Antigua last ‘spring, was a 
fellow scholar with myself in that same school !” 


Here is a fact which ought to be proclaimed up- 
on the house tops, and published to every confer- 
ence, synod, assembly and conventien throughout 
the world. This is a fact which speaks volumes, 
and pours a flood of illustration upon one of the 
Ost Momentons subjects ever propounded to the 
mind of the Christian church.—* The harvest is 
truly plenteous, but the labourers are few. ge 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
send forth labourers into his harvest.”— Matt. ix. 
37, 38. Is it not a demonstrable truth, that Al- 
mighty God blesses his people in the use of the 
means? Will not the gifts and graces of a disci- 
ple of Jesus increase and abound just io propor- 
tion to their practical exercise ?—“ for unto bim 
that hath shall be given, but from him which bath 





wns, they found themselves in the midst of a 


not, shall be taken away even that which he hath,” 
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And is not this principle of retribution as applica- 
ble to churches as to individuals? and instead of 
the Christian church mourning over the wide mor- 
al wilderness, and deploring the absence of faith- 
ful labourers, would it not be more profitable to 
retort the question at the bar of its own conscience 
and inquire, “ [s the vineyard at home sufficiently 
cultivated, and is sufficient encouragement and 
assistance afforded in training up the youthful la- 
bourers?” In a word, has vot the Christian 
church, amidst the splendid and imposing projects 
of the age, neglected the more simple, but not 
less effective instrumentality of Sabbath Schools ? 
Does it not appear that the blessing of heaven has 
rested more emphatically upon the bigh semina- 
ries of learuing, than upon the humble Sabbath 
Schools ? If not, has the latter received its equiv- 
alent of support? May it not be said that the 
cause of Sabbath Schools is the cause of God, the 
nursery of the church, and clearly from the fact 
before us, a school of the prophets ? 

It is the high prerogative of God the Holy 
Ghost, to call whom he will into the ministry of 
Jesus Christ: and certainly He must be the best 
judge of the fittest instruments for the sacred em 
ploy: and since He has chosen to distinguish and 
approve the cause of Sabbath Schools, by calling 
from its ranks so many zealous heralds of the 
cross, is ittoo great a presumption to affirm, that 
these institutions are schools of the prophets ? 

In a word, ifa Christian simplicity and aptness 
to teach, be a valuable qualification in a minister 
of Jesus Christ, it may be rightly asked, where 
shall a pious young man acquire and exercise this 
talent so readily, as ina Sabbath School ? If self- 
government be another qualification, where can 
he practice this so conveniently and securely, as 
in the management of a class? If there be any 
loveliness in pastoral visitation, where will he dis- 
cover.a fairer field of improvement than in visit- 
ing his absent children with their parents at their 
own houses? And if a yearning after the souls of 
men, begetting fervent prayers, and abounding la- 
bours, be the characteristic of the true Christian 
minister, where shall such heaven-born disposi 
tions be so fully engendered and developed, as in 
the spiritual excitement of Sabbath School opera- 
tions ? 

Reason itself teaches, that Sabbath Schools are 
Schouls of the prophets—and could the facts be 
ascertained, their universal voice would testify, 
that some of the great spiritual lights of the age 
would be found to have emanated from the focus 
of Sabbath School influence. 

Let then the Sabbath School teacher, who feels 
the sacred fire stirring in his bosom, go sieadily 
forward in the path of duty, and he “ shall see 
‘greater things than these :” let him not be discour 
aged at the day of small things! let him remem- 
ber “ the kingdom of heaven cometh not with ob- 
servation,” but is in its beginnings “ as a graity of 
mustard seed.” Almighty God employs no in- 
strument which is not fit for its work ; and he who 
aspires at the crown of missionary glory, must be 
content to bear the cross of Sabbath Schoo! prep- 
aration. 

What a cheering and animating reflection is 
it to the teacher, that some dear youth now under 
‘his care may be chosen by the Great Head of 
the church, to bear the standard of our lmman- 
uel “over land and over sea,” to the remote cor- 
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ners of the earth. And when in after years, t), 
Christian church shali erect_a pillar of grate(y 
remembrance to the labors of this faithful missiog. 
ary, they shall inscribe upon its base, that he wa, 
a scholar in such a Sabbath School, and receive; 
his first religious impression from the instruction of 


such a teacher.* 
A Friend to Sabbath Schools, 


* We suspect our correspondent himself is a living 
witness to the happy influence of Sunday Schools, jy 
producing religious impressions, and in preparing, 
zealous minister of Jesus Christ to preach his gospe|. 
but whether this be so or not, we hope he will contio. 
ue to favor us with such interesting articles for our pa. 
ges.—Editor. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL IN AUBURN PRISON. 





Extract from a Correspondent to the Editor of 
the Sunday Schoo! Visitant. 


,M. ¥. January 17th, 1827. 


Dear Brorner:—I cannot forbeat writing 
you a note, to tell youthe pleasure [ enjoyed a 
short time since in visiting a Sunday School, 
And Knowing the deép interest you take in the 
cause,[ am sti!l more inclined todo it, that you 
may participate in the pleasure. 

It is an institution whose progress I have watch. 
ed with peculiar interest, because in it I see ar. 
raigned a host of means forming one mighty phal- 
anx against the camp of Satan, which, if persever-. 
ingly pursued, will make it shake to its base [tis 
in the Sunday School that many find the first ar- 
row of conviction which ever pierced their hearts, 
and then the seed is sown, from which we look for 
an abundant harvest. . 

Having an occasion to spend a Sabbath in Av- 
burn a short time since, I called in the morning a 
the state prison, to visit the Sunday School, an¢ 
truly, dear brother I was pleasantly surprised. 
For I, like most others, had looked on its inmates 
as a hopeless part of the human family, shut ou 
from all the privileges of civilized society, and a- 
bandoned to every vice, and therefore to be gives 
up for lost. It is on this principle that even civil: 
ized nations have always acted, till of late, toward: 
convicts in prison. But Iam truly glad to se 
that some are beginning to feel that Christian 
owe, even to the vilest of our species, at les 
one important duty. That is, to teach them th 
truth of God. 

In the Chapel, where they assemble ever 
Sabbath to hear a sermon, I found about ov 
hundred with their teachers, and I never witness 
an instance in a Sunday School, where the schio 
ars evinced a greater interest. I could hardly st 
a wandering eye. Every soul appeared eaget) 
pursuing some important object. 

The gentleman who accompanied me, told ™ 
that the convicts generally were glad to have ‘* 
opportunity of attending. That it was understo 
that those who had the privilege, should cond” 
themselves well; if not, they would be debar'eé 
it ;and that it had a salutary effect on the discip!"* 
of the prison. 

I could say to myself, do they come hear to lea" 
that there is a Saviour? They may doit. 1” 
say, dear brother, go on in your exertions to p'” 
mote Sunday Schools. Let them extend to 
farthest abode of man. . 

Yours truly, Lb. 

























1827.} 
WHAT IS A REVIVAL OF RELIGION? 


the The January Number of the National Preacher, 

“9g contains a sermon by the Rey. B. Dickinson. Some 

Was of his closing remarks, on the reality and importance 

‘ved of Revivals, we here extract. 

0 of By a revival of religion, we understand an un- 

> common and general interest on the subject of sal 

Is, vation, produced by the Holy Spirit throrgh the 

svin instrumentality of Divine truth. | The work is very 

Is, ‘ commonly preceded by a prevailing and affecting 

ing, coldness on the subject of personal religion ; such 

spel: as leads Christians to feel the necessity of extraor- 

ntia. dinary prayer for themselves as well as others. In 

i pa: its progress the thoughtless are alarmed ; convin- 

ced of their guilt; inquire what they shal! do; re- 

ceive Jesus as their Saviour; rejoice in hope of fu- 

ture glory ; join themselves to the people of God ; 

or of — in important respects pursue a new course of 
ife. 

2 Such, substantially, was the revival on the day 

2%. of Pentecost. With the history of that day before 


riting us, we see thousands assemble, with no special so- 
ed a licitude about their souls; and many of thein very 
hool, He decided in their opposition to Christianity. We 
» the HB see the same men, soon after, most deeply interes- 
t you I ted on the subject of salvation. We see them in 
the anguish of awakened conscience, at the feet of 
atch- fi despised apostles, inquiring what they must do. 
>e at fe We see them resorting with penitence and faith, 
phal- to the mediation of Christ for pardon. We see 
ever Mae them joining themselves to the little band of disci- 
I is HB ples ; and devoting their influence and possessions 
‘st ar- Me to the cause of the Gospel. We ascribe that me- 
earts, Me morable work to the special ‘agency of God’s Spir- 
rk for HE it, and denominate it a revival of religion. And 
when, in those latter days, and those ends of the 
n Au Bi earth, we witness a work of similar character, we 
ing at ae feel bound to ascribe it to the same Cause; and 
, and Mie think it proper to give to it the same name. We 
prised. A can perceive no good reason why the former should 
inates be regarded as the work of God, and the latter as 
ut out fie the work exclusively of man. 














ind a- Do you Say, that the excitemert, denominated a 
gives ie Revival of religion, occurs in connexion with the 
civil Hie special efforts of Christians? We answer, that 

ward! fie the excitement on the day of Pentecost occurred 


in a similar connexion. When has a band of 
Christians been more united and fervent? Or 
when has a minister of Christ pressed the subject 
of religion with more plainness, pungency, and 
zeal, than did Peter and his brethren? Andagain 
we reply, that God’s instituted mode of extending 


to set 
ystiai 

Jeast, 
many the 


ever! 


it on Mie the blessings of salvation, is throngh the faithful 
nessct efforts of his servants. “If thou speakest not to 
schol fi ¥arn the wicked of his way, he shall die in his 
lly se Me niquity, but his blood will I require at thine 
ager!) Jame and,” 

Do you say, that the divine influence to which 
1d me ve allude, as to the mode of its operation, is envel- 
ve tht Mie ped in the darkness of mystery ? So it was on 


rstoo! the day of Pentecost. So is the universal pres- 
ynduct ence of the Supreme a mystery. And so does a 
varied ie cloud of impevetrable obscurity hang over the 
sipline mode of all his operations. If mystery must pro- 
‘uce skepticism, tell us where will your doubtings 
» leart tad ? 
| ca" Do you say there is enthusiasm connected weth 
D pie the excitement, denominated a revival of religion ? 
to the -uthusiasm there sometimes may have been.— 
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a fact prove the entire absence of genuine reli- 
gion? Does it prove that po revival is a sober, 
rational work? Possibly, had you lived eighteen 
centuries ago, you might, in pity, have pronoun- 
ced Peter an enthusiast! and the eveuts of the day 
of Peutecost a scene of wild phrenzy! But pussi- 
bly, too, some centuries hereafier, you may mourn 
too late your own madness. Are you not the en- 
thusiast, if you hope to enter heaven, despising the 
command of heaven’s King! ‘Strive to enter in 
at the straight gate. The kingdom of heaven sut- 
fereth violence.’ 

Do you say, that in a time of general excitement 
theee will be instances of gross imposition on the 
church? So it was in the Pentecost revival, when 
in awful warning to hypocrites, Ananias and Sap- 
phira fell down dead. But did their hypocrisy 
close the door of heaven against the thousands who 
sincerely repented? Or did it lessen their abhor- 
rence of sin}?for their everlasting gratitude to Him 
who made them to differ ? 

Do you say that the excitement denominated 
a revival of religion, is often succeeded by instan- 
ces of apostacy? We answer, that apostacies 
have likewise occurred under other circumstances. 
Of them the church was forewarned by its Head, 
when he declared, ‘it must needs be that offences 
come.’ Aud from the little band collected by 
Himself in person, there was un apostate as vile 
as the church ever embosomed. But did the per- 
fidy of Judas disprove the sincerity of the rest > 
And ifa revival has been succeeded by defection 
which evinces the hypocrisy or delusion of some, 
what does their fall prove one way or the other as 
to the religion of others ? 

In the progress of our experience relating to such 
seasons of attention, we have seen circumstances 
which furnished overwhelming evidence of God's 
special presence. We have stood in awe of His 
majesty, in view of the general solemnity around 
us: a solemnity produced by no visible cause, oth- 
er than the ordisary means of grace. We have 
seen the tide of gaiety and folly at once arrested, 
the loftiest look brought low, and the stoutest 
heart melted in penitence. We have seen the 
man of morals intrenched for more than half a 
cemtury within his refuges of lies, and dreaming 
of no danger suddenly waked from his delusion, 
and fearfully alarmed at the insecurity of his hid- 
ing place, finding no rest day nor night, ull in the 
Ark of Safety. We have seen the slave of appe- 
tite aud lust raised up from the debasement of a 
ruined fortune and character, and rescued as from 
the very gate of hell! We have seen him afier- 
wards, shining in the beauty of holiness, regaining 
the full confidence of community, and elevating 
his affections to the throne of God! And when 
we have witnessed facts like these, and have been 
aware of no other visible cause, than a plain, but 
cahn exhibition of evangelical tiuth—we have in- 
stinctively exclaimed, *The work O Lord, is thine, 
and it is inarvellous in our eyes.’ 


After pointing out the happy influence of a reviva! 
on individual happiness, on the interests of the com 
munity, and on the general cause of religion; the 
Preacher adds— 

Revivals hasten the universal triumph of the 


Gospel. Let the churches of Christendom be 
found this year, with one accord pleading the Ke- 
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be a theatre of revivals, like that in which Peter 
and his associates were the visible agents.—and it 
would be the ushering in of millennial glory. 

If then the work we are contemplating be indeed 
a work of God ; and if such be its influence on in 
dividual happiness—on the interests of society— 
and on the general cause of religion, O give to it, 
Christian brethren, the full ardor of your affec- 
tions and prayers. Go tothe place of secret com- 
munion with God, to the domestic altar, to the so- 
cial meeting, to the sanctuary of the-Most High, 
with the effectual fervent petition—* O Lord, re- 
vive thy work.’ Do you ask for enconragement ? 
Know that he has declared himself more ready to 
grant the Holy Spirit, than parents are to give 
good gifts to their children. Do you need exam- 
ples of devotedness? Fix your eye on those holy 
upostles, who, after having turned thousands to 
righteousness, were counted worthy to suffer mar- 
tyrdom for the name of Christ. ‘ Ye have not ye! 
resisted unto blood, striving against sin.’ Do you 
lack motive ? Open your eye upon the scene that 
lies within the compass of your vision. Perhaps 
religion is languishing. Perhaps the command- 
ments of God are openly violated. Perhaps the 
world in its varied forms of attraction is the all-en- 
grossing object. Perhaps the tide of population is 
pressing on ina direction ominous of a dreary eter- 
nity. Ascend some lofty eminence, and extend 
your view over the earth. Mark the territory en- 
Jightened by revelation, and reclaimed from the 
destroyer ;—how small it is! Leave for a moment 
this world, so soon to be wrapped in consuming 
five, and approach the Celestial. Survey the glo- 
ry, and hearken to the hosannas of the saved. Then 
look down on the awful contrast !—and onward be- 
yond the Jédgment scene? Under the influenct of 
what you have discovered, go back to your devo- 
tions. And, like the weeping prophet, who beheld 
these realities with more than mortal eye, in God’s 
strength make your firm resolve,—that ‘ for Zion’s 
sake you will not rest, until the righteousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a Jamp that burneth.’ 

We are not so visionary as to expect an unusual 
success in the progress of religion, uuless there are 
unusual omens. But, says one of the brightest 
spirits of England, ‘a most emphatical spirit of 
prayer would be suchanomen. Aud the individ- 
ual who should solemnly determine to try its last 
possible efficacy, might probably find himself he 
coming a much more prevailing agent in his little 
sphere. And if the whole, or greater number of 
the disciples of Christianity, were, with an earnest 
unalterable resolution of each, to combine that 
Heaven should not withhold one single influence 
which the very utmost effort of conspiring and per- 
severing supplication would obtain, it would be the 
sign that a revolution of the world was at hand.’ 

Nor can { suppress the consideration, that, even 
now, there are signs, which scem to afford peouliar 
encouragement to such special and united prayer 
for a universal revival. It was a striking proof of 
the determivation of Heaven to spread the Gospel 
through the world, that Jerusalem should have 
been selected as the place, and the day of Pente- 
cost as the season, for the first great out- pouring of 
the Spirit; because a blow then and there struck 
could not fail to tell with ensphasis on all the sur- 
rounding nations. So, in our own day, it is a sig- 
nal from heaven, of no ordinary import, that the 
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Spirit is actually descending in power on sever.) 
of our large cities and towns, as well as on Colo. 
ges and seminaries of learning. The consequence 
of which is, that men of wealth and extended jy. 
fluence are brought to count all things but loss fy, 
Christ ; and champions of truth and heralds oy 
salvation are thus multiplied. At the same tiie 
the Missionary channels which are daily opening 
and the religious publications which are circulatin; 
by thousands and by tens of thousands, afford fa. 
cilities of communication, altogether unparallele 
in the history of Christ’s kingdom. So that now, 
as on the day of Pentecost, the influence of a grey 
revival might be at once felt through the world, 
Let then the whole multitude of disciples now * {ij 
up their eyes to the heayens;’ let them say wit) 
one accord—* Come from the four winds, () 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that the) 
may live,— that thy way may be known upoy 
earth, and thy saving health among all natious,’ 

And now, ye commissioned servants of the liv. 
ing God, this whole subject speaks with soleny 
emphasisto youandtome. Buthere, I am awar 
it becomes a young man to be reserved. I will on. 
ly repeat the words of one, whom, like Peter, the 
Spirit of God hath greatly honored. * How soon, 
my brethren, will the amazing realities of judg. 
ment and eternity break upon our unearthly vis. 
ion, and fill us either with ecstacy or despair! | 
cast my thoughts forward but a little, and beholi 
the dead are tising, the elements melting, saint 
rejoicing, devils trembling. The Judge appear 
upon his great white throne—in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, we are before the judgmeu 
seat with our respective flocks. The faithful an! 
the unfaithful shepherds of every age ave there. 
The uial proceeds, the books are closed, the fina 
sentence is pronounced. "The heavens are openes, 
and the pit yawns—the eternal song and the eter. 
nal wail are both begun. O may we then tiv, 
with a great multitude saved through our unwor 
thy instrumentality, to shine with them as te 
brightness of the firmameut—as the stars foreve 
and ever,’ Amen. 


RELIGIOUS ZEAL. 


Messrs. Editors,—1 (requeutly hear that in ple 
ces where there is a special revjval of religio 
many things are said and done by Ministers a 
private Christians which are in a high degree cet 
surable. I am grieved to find that many profes 
ed friends of evangelical piety are disposed to * 
peat such reports, with the full persuasion (i 
those concerning whom they are related are \* 
prudent and enthusiastic, Now I wish to pres 
to your readers, a few reasons why the mouth *” 
ears of Christians should be for ever closed 
pecting reports of this nature. And first—if th" 
are true, jt is injurious to themselves and the in! 
ests of religion to repeat them. It naturaily le" 
them) to justify their own criminal sloth and 0" 
ference in the service of their Master, and '"” 
to prejudice others against revivals of re!ig! 
without which, sinners are seldom converted ' 
God. , 

But to suppose, in general, that in nine 
out of ten, there is any justifiable ground for 
reports, is admitting too much. For, seco” 
they are exceedingly gratifying to every ware” 
ed heart, which the Bible declares is enmity 98°" 
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God. Hence ihe least deviation from what the 
world calls prudence, will probably be exaggera- 
ted, and most certainly will, by being repeated by 
different individuals remote from the place of its 
occurrence and from each other. But this is not 
ali—Few can be ignorant of the many devices of 
men to hush the accusations of conscience, and it 
js a fact, for which I leave your readers to account 
us they please, that a man can in no way so easily 
and so effectually quell a troubled conscience, as 
by misrepresenting what has proved the “ sword 
of the Spirit” to his own soul, whether it be the 
language or conduct of Christians. Those who 
have been conversant with, revivals of religion 
have often had occasion to weep in view of this 
fact. Doubtless this is the origin of a majority of 
those disgraceful reports which are often circula- 
ted and believed, even by many professing Chris- 
tians, respecting those who count the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the esteem of an un- 
foul world. If your readers will just turn to 

atth. xxii. 15, xxvi. 61, and to Acts xxi. 28, xxiv. 
5—9, they will find that this is po new thing under 
the sun: and having read these passages and ma- 
ny others of the same import, they may safely in 
fer, that those preachers who have had no such re- 
ports circulated respecting them, have not yet 
learned to preach the gospel as Christ and Paul 
preached it. 

Again—Christians should not believe that those 
who are zealously engaged in religion are impru- 
dent, because some other Christians affirm it, nor 
even because they themselves, having seen them, 
are disposed to think so. For they may be ina 
state of criminal stupidity and religious declension, 
and if so, they are absolutely incompetent to judge 
in this case. Judging from the opinions of many 
professing Christians, respecting zeal and pro- 
deuce, I cannot doubt, that if Paul should again 
appear on earth, and preach the gospel with that 
plainness, simplicity and zeal, which once made 
it to some foolishness, but to others the power of 
God, they would say, “thou art beside thyself.” 
Such persons cannot tell how they themselves 
would act and speak, did they habitually have, by 
faith, so near and distinct a view of eternal scenes, 
that they were disposed, like Paul, to “ warn eve- 
ry man night and day with tears,” and did they, 
by their couduct, convince all around them that 
they “ counted all things but loss for the excellen- 
cy of the knowledge of Christ.” 

But further—Cohristians of the present age are 
accustomed to form their opinions, and regulate 
their conduct, according to the principles of would- 
ly policy and prudence. Hence arise many of 
the censures, to which those persons expose them- 
selves who constantly bear in mind that “ the wis- 
dom of this world is foolishness with God.” This 
isa gee on which I might dilate at some length, 
but 1 forbear, hoping that some of your readers, 
who have more of the spirit of Paul, will express 
their views on this subject, so intimately connect- 
ed with the progress of evangelical religion. 1 
will, however, just notice an important practical 
distinction between the wisdom of this world and 
Christian prudence, which is generally almost en- 
tirely overlooked. The wisdom of the world says, 
in regard to Christian conduct, what will such and 
such persons think and say if I do this or that. It 
hesitates to adopt such and such measures, for the 
salvation of the souls of men, through fear that 
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they will not succeed, or that the world will think 
strangely of it, or that it will incur the charge of 
enthusiasm. 

Christian prudence, on the contrary, consults 
what will be most likely to awaken the conscience, 
and lead men to inquire what they must do to be 
saved, fearless of reproach and confiding implicit- 
ly in God for success. If the world sneer and de- 
ride, or if lukewarm Christians think it tmpru- 
dence, it boldly exclaims, “whether I ought to 
obey God rather than men judge ye.” Here is 
the great secret of the success of Whitefield’s la- 
bors, and of the labors of a few kindred spirits, 
who have since like him been willing to suffer re- 
ptoach for Christ’s sake. 

I will close these remarks, by observing, that if 
any one can credit any reports detrimental to the 
interests of religion, or disreputable to those who 
are seeking to promote them, or can repeat them, 
without heartfelt grief, he has reason to fear that 
his love to God aud his people is “ in word only.” 


Ree. & Tel.) N. R. 





SLAVERY. 
The following faet was communicated for the Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


A few weeks since there was a sale of the effects 
of the late Dr. M H Among other 
things were several slaves. One of them, a man 
named William, was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church at the - , on this circuit.— 
As far as I can ascertain, he was a very pious, 
humble christian, and useful among the people of 
his own color, by holding meetings and occasion- 
ally exhoningthem. Among those present at this 
sale was a Mr. W——-, from a neighboring city, a 
man whom I am told, does nothing for a livelihuod 
but to go about to purchase negroes, and employ 
others to de so. To this detestable person was 
poor William knocked off, for about $275. When 
the man was going to quit the place, he ordered 
William to stretch out his hands in order to be ti- 
ed. He rather shrunk from this, as every honest 
man would do: however with much piety and re- 
signation he submitted. Then it was that his co- 
lored friends began to weep bitterly. William 
turned his attention to them, and with a becoming 
dignity and Christian fortitude, which melted the 
hearts of all present, but the hard and seared one 
of his purchaser, said “ Don’t cry for me: God is 
every where.” This so affected those around, 
that a Mr. S- offered Mr. W—— $400 for the 
man ; but he refused it, and poor William was 
driven off. Where he now is I know not; but I 
think it more than probable, that he is far, very far 
from his native place, as I am informed that the 
same man a short time after, put four or seven 
wagon loads of slaves on board a vessel which has 
already sailed from B e. Poor William! 
my heart feels f.r you, more particularly when I 
think you may fall into the hands of some hard ty- 
ranical master; but fear not, your “ God is every 
where ;” and you shall feel the trath of that prom- 
ise given to the disciples of Jesus, “* Lo, Tam with 
you always, even to the end of the world.” 


Conference System prevailing.—A meeting was 
notified to be held in Amheist, N H. on the 7th 
inst, to take measures for organizing a County 
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AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The Anerican Sunday School Union, iinstitu 
ted in the year 1824, arose from a Society which 
existed seven years before, under the name of the 
Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School Union. 
This Society confined its operations to the city, 
until ws influence was gradually extended over the 
whole Umon, by the advantages which it afforded 
and which were anxiously sought by those enga.- 
ged in this system of instruction, which has proved 
so efficient for the education of the poor and illit- 
erate, and by the operation of which, vice and im- 
morality are so much checked, and the evils of pau- 
perism so generally reduced. At the last anm- 
versary there were connected with this Society, in 
the state of 








Schools. Teachers. Scholars. 
*Maine, 100 1,300 6,000 
“New Hampshire, 66 460 5,000 
Vermont, 85 532 5,732 
Massachusetts, $1 835 6,078 
Rhode Island, 28 280 1,700 
Counecticut, 54 1,241 7,083 
New-York, 341 3,295 22.811 
New Jersey, 203 2 025 13,710 
Pennsylvania, 557 4,843 36,399 
Maryland, 45 417 3,158 
Delaware, 27 187 1,641 
Virginia, 55 605 4,588 
North Carolina, 46 352 2,648 
South Carolina, 29 279 1,925 
Georgia, 33 254 1,980 
Alabama, 4 39 352 
Mississippi, 3 24 172 
Louisiana, i 5 50 
Tennessee, 3 35 261 
Kentucky, 8 82 782 
Ohio, 60 339 2.929 
Indiana, 6 =* 72 595" 
Missouri & Illinois, 106 472 3,697 
Arkansas, | 3 25 
Florida E. 
auxiliary Society, ; 
Michigan 2 29 280 
District of Columbia, 22 375 2,452 
Total 2,139 19,298 135,074 


In all 400 auxiliaries, 2,139 schools, 19,298 teach- 
ers, and 135,074 scholars. 


To organize and aid this extensive system of ed- 
ucation, 1s the object for which the society exists, 
and thus far its efficiency has been evidently great ; 
for, during the year previous to the last report, 
there were added to it 8,003 teachers, and 52,379 
scholars, The successful operations of the Amer 
ican Sunday School Union, are chiefly to be attrib 
uted to the means they have furnished in the abun- 
dant and cheap supply of books and other requi 
sites for the use of schools. Each school is left to 
its own selection of books, and the management of 
its own concerns, and all without distinction of 
sect or party, enjoy the same rights and privileges. 
These are so manifestly great, that there is good 


reason to presume, that every Sunday School in' 


the Union will partake of them; for with the pos- 
session of all the privileges there is no restriction, 
and no other requisition than the payment, once, 
of three dollars, and an annual report of the 
schools, : 


* The particulars not obtained, but the number ex- 
‘ened that stated. 
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To supply all these scholars with books of , 
character suited to their comprehension, and at the 
lowest prices, is the business of the society. This 
work has hitherto been accomplished under some 
difficulties, and by the assiduous attention of the 
Managers, and with scarcely any demands upon 
the public but their good will. This, it is true, has 
been most abundantly manifested in the prosper;- 
ty of the institution. 

One great difficulty has been the want of an ac 
of incorporation, which would enable the society 
to conduct its business with the benefit of a legal 
claim on its agents and bonksellers, in distant pla- 
ces, avd by which, also, it might enjoy such be- 
quests as the benevolent are disposed to grant to 
so efficient a charity. 

There are now engaged in the service of the so- 
ciety in Philadelphia, three printers, one stereo- 
type founder, thirteen bookbinders, one copper- 
plate printer, and one engraver; employing al! to- 
gether, about sixty persons, to whom wages toa 
considerable amount are annually paid, besides 
large sums to paper makers. ‘To all parties it isa 
matter of moment, that the Society should enjoy 
corporate privileges, and these, it is hoped, will not 
be withheld by the state which enjoys the advan- 
tages of its location, and in which there are more 
than $6,000 children receiving directly the bene- 
fits which it so freely diffuses. 

ALEXANDER HENRY, President. 
F. W. Porter, Cor. Secretary. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 3, 1827. 


RELIGIOUS NEWS-PAPERS. 


A patren of the Christian Advocate, residing in Kev 
tucky, in a letter to the Editor, gives the following 
lively’ picture of one of these weekly messengers, 
which brings good tidings of great joy. 


Russe vitze, (Ky.) Jan. 9, 1827. 

Mr. Editor—1 have just been re-perusing the 
Christian Advocate ; and the time drawing near 
for the arrival of the next number, I calculate from 
the date of my present, that I have three numbers 
now on their way tome. I say, come on, thou 
welcome messenger, succeeding, doubling and 
trebbling thy numbers! thy cause is good, and 
thou shalt find me ever, while I live, ready to hear 
thy heavenly tidings. I proceed with my tho’ts, 
and see the nineteenta number now moving to- 
gether in solid type. [look on and see a hundred 
letters, from all points of the compass, travelling 
swift with living facts to give the twentieth num- 
ber life. I look on and see some souls now pass- 
ing through the gate of conversion ; others dying 
in the arms of Christ; here a missionary is erect- 
ing the standard of the cruss ; there another frus- 
trates the devil with a Sunday School ; yonder 
sails a vessel wafting a missionary —telling sailors 
as he goes, of a judgment to come; in anotlier 
place an honest tract has arrested a drunkard iv 4 
fortunate moment ; hard by stands a swearer tren: 
bling before a little tract, telling him that for eve- 
rv idle word he shall give account to God. J look 
on and see a world in labour ; new things are con 
ing to the birth. I glance beyond, and—behold 
Angels are contending as Christian Advocates.— 
One thought ventures on, borne by the word 0! 


God, and returns, telling me tis finished | Victory 


the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth !! Amen 
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MISSIONARIES TO PALESTINE. 


It will be recollected that Rey. Messrs. Gridley and 
Brewer sailed from Boston in September last, to join 
the Palestine Mission. A letter has been received 
in New-York, and published in the Observer, from 
Mr. Brewer, dated 


Off Malta, Nov. 13, 1826. 


My Dear Sir,—We are now on our seventh 
day’s passage from Messina, during which time 
we have experienced almost constant gales and 
head winds. Indeed, two nights ago, when the 
shpimen deemed that we drew. near some couniry, 
and we had sounded and found not troenty, but for- 
ty fathoms, we had a night so boisterous that we 
“much wished for the day.” A gracious Provi- 
dence has however preserved us, and though we 
have not yet escaped “ safe to shore,” yet we hope 
before sunset, to meet our friends at Valetta har- 
bor, [Malta.] 

We had a passage of five weeks out, {to Gibral- 
iar} and were kindly welcomed by the Rev. 
Messrs. Protten and Barber, two Wesleyan Meth- 
odist Missionaries, stationed there. They have a 
little church of seventy-five members—occasional 
additions, chiefly from among the soldiers. ‘There 
is also a Military Chaplain, and besides these, | 

know not that there are any other Proiestant cler- 
gymen, among a population of more than thirty 
thonsand, As you may well suppose, there is, 
therefore, but little apparent vital piety among the 
crowded population of the Rock. 

From Gibraltar we sailed after only four days’ 
stay, in a brig bound for Malta and Messina, ho- 
ping to make the former place first. We were, 
however, compelled by contrary winds to put in 
at Messina, whence, after a few days’ lying in 
quarantine, without getting pratique, we sailed, as 
1 have mentioned, a week since. 





MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 


| Extract of a letter from a student in Princeton 


Theological Seminary, to his friend in this city, 
dated Jan. 11, 1827. 


It has long been iny determination, if permitted 
to complete my studies, to tell of Jesus to those 
who sit in the region and shadow of death. This 
was my object when I commenced my studies, 
and [ have never wholly lost sight of it. O/ late 
I feel more determined than ever, to fit myself as 
soon as possible fer the work. 

The cause of missions is, beyond all doubt, gain- 
ing ground in this Seminary. The last appeal of 
the lamented Gordon Hall, awakened feelings in 
the minds of many here, which, I trust, will not 
soon be forgotten. A number are thinking seri- 
ously of devoting themselves to the work. 

There is nothing particularly interesting in the 
religious prospects of this section of the country. 
Most of the churehes, so far as I can learn, are still 
sleeping ; and I know not bat ministers are sleep- 
ing with their people. As yet, this part of the 
country has not been favored, as much as many 
others, with revivals of religion. Unless the atten- 
tion of our churches can be more effectually turn- 
ed to this subject, so that they will pray more ear- 
hestly for the outpouring of the Spirit, and pray 


mn — I know not when we shall see better times. 
“=§9, 
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PRAYER FOR COLLEGES. 
Theo. Sem. Andover, Feb, 6, 1827. 


Messrs. Epitors,—I send you a few facts in 
relation to the subject of Prayer for Colleges, 
which | have ascertained, with as much accuracy 
as possible, from the members of this Seminary. 
The number of hopeful converts in the revivals of 
the different Colleges in the Union, during the 
last year, is as follows: 





In the Colleges in New-England 109 
In those of New York 7 
In Georgia—Athens College 27 

Total 148 


There are now in this Seminary twenty two who 
were subjects of revivals in Colleges; seven of 
whom were hopefully converted in College during 
the last year; and three others became subjects of 
renewing grace during the year past, who had 
completed their College course a year or two be- 
fore. The anunal fast for Colleges the last year, 
appears to have been observed in many of the col- 
leges and churches in New-England, with deep 
interest and solemnity ; and in two instances it was 
evidently the means, which God designed to em- 
ploy and bless, as the commencement of a revival 
of his work among the students. There was also 
a refreshing enjoyed from the presence of the 
Lord, at Amherst College, about 4 vears since, 
which was very much promoted by the college fast. 
There are some colleges in the United States from 
which no definite intelligence has been received ; 
so that the number of conversions might be found 
greater, by an accurate knowledge of their state. 

O that repeated and interesting facts on this 
subject, might call every saint to his post on the 
approaching season for fasting aod prayer, and 
awake the world from the sleep of Atheism. 

The call for ministers of Jesus was never, per- 
haps, so loud and imperious before. As we siand 
upon this sacred bill, the Macedonian cry comes 
to us from the East, and the West, the North and 
the South. As soon as we are prepared, we go; 
and who shall come forward to fill our seats hore, 
and gird themselves for the holy warfare ?— Tel. 


Theological Seminary at Auburn, NV. Y.—By 
the catalogue of this Institution, we learn that the 
Students are, in the Senior Class 22, Middle 25, 
Junior 19. Total65. Seven of the Senior Class 
are Licentiates. The Officers of instruction are, 
Rev. James Richards, D. D. Professor of Cliris- 
tian Theology ; Rev. Matthew La Rue Perrine, 
D. D. of Ecclesiastical History and Church Gov- 
ernment; and Rev. Henry Mills, of Biblical Crit- 
icism. 





REMARKABLE FACTS. 


It appears from an official statement that of the 
623 adult persons admitted into the Baltimore 
Alms House during the year ending April 1826, 
five hundred and fifty four were positively ascer- 
tained to have been reduced to the necessity of be- 
ing placed there by drunkenness ; and it is be- 
lieved that a considerable portion of the remaiming 
69, were likewise reduced to the same necessity, 
either remotely or directly by the same Case; in 
addition to which should be further remarked, that 
of the great number of childien who are always tn 
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the house, scarce aa instance occurs of one being 
placed there, who has not been reduced to that ne- 
cessity, bythe intemperance either of one or both 
of its parents. — Philadelphian. 

SSS = 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


NEW-HAVEN, Fegruanry 24, 1827. 


—————— 
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INTEMPERANCE. 


We publish beneath, the opinion and resolutions of 
a meeting of the Mepicat Association or New- 
Haven, on the prevalence of intemperance in this 
town, to which we would direct the attention of our 
citizens. It is hard to be compelled to trumpet our 
own infamy; but the extent of our vices must be 
known that they may be remedied—and, that the 
knowledge which is disclosed to us in the present 
statement of facts may be thus improved, is the earn- 
est ejaculation of our hearts. We have the testimony 
of the “ physicians and guardians of the public health,” 
that for the last three years, one-third of the whole 
number of deaths in our town, “‘ was caused or hast- 
ened directly or indirectly by intemperance!” Are 
there not some whom this information will startle; 
some whose lethargy to the moral interests of our fel- 
low-men, this uncolored, direct statement of the enor- 
mity of the vice, will awaken? It is a very easy thing 
with some very good men, to turn aside from the ar- 
guments and importunities of moralists on this sub- 
ject, with only an assenting deploring sigh; and as 
easy for some others, to throw them aside unread. 
But how can any man escape from this matter of fact 
statement—this declaration ofa body of men of echo- 
sen judgment and skill, who have held an inquest over 
the vice, and pronounced their opinion. 

Will not some friend of morals fling aside writing, 
and preaching, and we had like to have said praying, 
and act on this snbject. There is a disposilion of re- 
form prevalent in our land,—anod in some places ac- 
tive steps have been taken—but this is not sufficient. 
The number of licensed tippling shops in our city is a 
disgrace to its authorities. Let these be curtailed 
It is an easy task if our fellow citizens had the inde- 





pendence and firmness, to act, without fear, as they 
felt. Some would incur, as perhaps we may at this 
moment, the curses and ill will of those who are im- 
mediately interested in the deam-traffic. But 
care we or they, for the obloquy and curses of those 
whose daily bread is the ruin of character, the destruc- 
tion of domestic tranquillity, and the disgrace of our 
city. 


what 


It a meeling of the Mevicat Association or New- 
Haven, Feb. 12, 1827, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopled :— 


Resolved, That, as physicians and guardians of the 
public health, we view with deep concern the increas- 
ing evils resulting from the abuse of spirituous liquors. 

Resolved, That however humiliating the following 
gtatement may be to the age and country iv which we 
live, yet with a view to its having a beneficial tenden- 
cy, we feel it our duty to publish it: and that the same 
he accordingly inserted in the newspapers printed in 
fhis city. 

The fact is too well established to require discus- 





Intemperance.— Conference of Churches. 
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sion, that such diseases, as are Of themselves not us), 
ally fatal, frequently become so in persons of intey, 
perate habits ; and that!» all acute diseases the chance, 
for recovery is greatly lessened — circumstance 
On referring tv the list of deaths in this town dur. 
ing the year 1826, we find that of the ninety-four per. 
sons over twenty years of age, more than one-thir; 
were in our opinion, caused or hastened directly o, 
indirectly, by intemperance: and on referring 51) 
farther back, we find a similar proportion imputa)); 
to the same cause for the two years preceding. 
From the best information in our possession, yw; 
are of opinion, that this vice is not more prevalent ir 
this place, than in most other towns of our vicinity. 
By order of the Association. 


CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES. 


We have heard of much good resulting from this sy; 
tem of Christian intercourse, and we wish the play 
might be more extensively adopted. Meetings of thi 
kind have been held in several towns alternate); 
in the county of Berkshire, Mass. Delegates have 
attended from churches twenty or thirty miles dis 
tant, and reyivals have been promoted more o; 
less in most of the churches. We are informed by 
those who have attended these meetings, that in almos 
every instance some good has been done,—some stu. 
pid sinners have been awakened,—Christians have 
been greatly quickened in duty, and even whole 
churches have been melted into tears of penetentia 
sorrow. 

At one of these meetings recently held in 
interesting occurrence took place, which was related 
to us nearly as follows :—After the various services 0! 
the day had been attended, and the meeting was 
about to break up, a stranger, (we believe one of the 
delegates) arose and addressed the audience,—whic! 
was large, and among whom were assembled the pai: 
tor and nearly all the members of the church in th 
place. We have had a good meeting, said the speak- 
er, and [ have been much interested and instructed 
but it has not been just such a meeting as [ anticipe- 
ted. I was in hopes to have seen more feeling man 
fested by the members of this church, and I am lot) 
to go away disappointed. I fear there is somethin 
wrong. Perhaps the members of this church do n0 
feel as they ought towards one another; not that ther 
is any quarrelling among them, or difficulties thi 
nave led them to go and tell each other their faults 
or complain to the church. Perhaps some of ti" 
members of this church do not feel as they ovz" 
towards their minister. I do not know as this 
the case—I have had no intimations of the hin¢— 
do not mean that they quarrel with him; but ti 
may have some hard feelings, that prevent them {0 
praying for him, or profiting by his preaching. 4” 
continued he, it is possible that the Pastor of this !’f" 
churclrmay harbour some hard feelings towards s°™ 
of its members ;—not such as to induce him to g° #” 
tell him his faults, and be reconciled: I do not k* 
as this is the case,— He had proceeded thus far, ¥” 
the Pastor came forward into the broad aisle, “ 
made a most feeling and’ humble confession o! ™ 
own unfaithfulness, and asked the forgiveness and t 
praycts of his people, that he might be more faith!” 
Before he had finished speaking, the whole ,ch® 
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bad arisen, and in their tara made a like confession. 
The whole assembly was suffused in tears, and they 
had a new kind of meeting. 


Revivals. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 
REVIVAL IN ST, LAWRENCE CO. N. Y. 


Information respecting revivals of religion, must 
ever be useful and interesting—useful, because it 
strengthens our faith, and encourages Christians 
to pray, that God, in his infinite mercy, would 
pour out his holy Spirit in other places; interest- 
ing, because a narrative of a revival of God’s work, 
ought and ever will be joyful intelligence to the 
genuine disciples of Christ. 

About a year ago last December, there began 
to be some attention to religion in this town; a 
few Christians seemed to awake from their long, 
lethargic slumber; and sometimes they appeared 
to have a spirit of prayer, and to feel for impeni- 
tent sinners around them: but the body of the 
church were still slumbering at their posts. Sin- 
ners appeared thouglitful, and some were a long 
time under conviction. Eight or ten indulged 
hopes in Christ, during the winter. In the spring, 
the anxiety in a great measure subsided, and thus 
continued through the summer months. Ten 
weeks ago, a general conference was held here ; 
and from that time, Christians seemed to think 
they must awake, and trim theirlamps. A church 
meeting was appointed, and almost every profess- 
or present confessed his awful wanderings from 
duty, and renewed his covenant with God. From 
that time, the solemnity began to increase; and 
Sinners began to be alarmed at their awful situa- 
tion. Fur five years past, on Saturday evening, 
special prayer meetings have been held, to plead 
with God that he would pour out his holy Spirit 
here. These meetings have been seldom if ever 
omitted. On the evening of the last Saturday in 
December, the prayer meeting, as usual, was held 
at the dwelling of Deacon H » The meeting 
was unusually full and solemn ; Christians prayed, 
that before they separated, there might be a little 
Pentecost season, and their prayers were answer- 
ed. The Spirit of the Lord descended like a 
inighty rushing wind, and filled the whole house 
where they were asseinbled. Before the meeting 
was closed, those who wished to have Christians 
carry their case to the throne of grace, were re 
quested to rise: eizht humbled themselves suffi- 
ciently to say, “ Christians, pray for us.” The 
meeting was closed ahout 9 o’clock, and the invita- 
tion was then given, if any wished to stay and be 
prayed for, they could. Some retired, and others 
began to pray, and sinners soon began to cry and 
sob aloud, and some, in the bitter anguish of their 
souls, cried, “* God be merciful to mea sinner.” 
Some lay prostrate on the floor, in all the agonies 
of despair. Some who had lived unmoved 
through a number of revivals, were led to cry 
out to sinners, “Take warning from me: I have 
despised the means of salvation: I have doubt- 
ed whether there was ahell! Oh, now I feel 
its torments! I feel the gnawings of that worm 
that never dies! Oh fly, fly from the wrath to 
come!” Christians gathered around, and began 
to pray, and the hardened sinner soon found relief. 
e cries of the distressed, and the songs of the 





Revivals. 





619 


redeemed, were mingled together. Some contin- 
ued prayer until 9 next morning, when some were 
so exhausted, that their feeble bodies refused to 
support them. At day-light, 13 gave good evi- 
dence of a saving change, some of whom eight 
hours before, were stupid and apparently indiffer- 
ent to the cause and sufferings of the blessed Re- 
deemer. Some stayed there 2 or 8 days, deter- 
mining never to go away, unless they found relief. 
By Monday night, 26 had obtained hopes there, 
and about 50, including those brought out ai the 
place of meeting, were rejoicing in hope in other 
parts of the society. Some ata public meeting 
kneeled down to be prayed for, and while on their 
knees, they trad such a view of their situation, that 
they exclaimed, “ God, out of Christ, is a consu- 
ming fire!” One of them was so struck with the 
danger of his situation, that he cried out, “Oh 
that I had some garment, something to shield 
me from the wrath of the Almighty! Oh Jesus, 
didst thou bear the sins of the world ina moment?” 

During the week, about one hundred came out, 
and said they had found the Redeemer. I had 
ever been accustomed to think the passage in the 
Bible, reading, “If Zion travail, she shall bring 
forth,” meant only the effects of fervent prayer. 
But here, sir, the people of God have agonized 
for sinners, and some of them, in view of their aw- 
ful situation, have been so distressed, that they 
could not bear the sight, but have cried out, “ God 
have mercy, God have mercy—Christianus, pray, 
pray for sinners.” Others have fainted away when 
they have been so wrought upon, and the vital 
spark has almost left this clayey tabernacle, te 
wing its way to the abodes of bliss. But 0 tongue 
can tell, no pen describe, the astonishing, the ama- 
zing work God has wronght here. ‘The revival 
still continues, but those feelings which supported 
Christians and sinners night after night, and day 
after day without food or sleep, have, in a great 
measure, abated.—Oh that God would give us 
hearts to be thankful, to love and adore him for all 
he has done here; to thank hin for the matchless 
grace, the matchless goodness, and the matchless 
mercy he has displayed for this people; to thank 
him for his loving kindness and his tender mercies, 
for they endure for ever. Ob that his professing 
children, every where, would now gird on the 
Christian armor, and rush forth, and fight manfnl- 
ly for the faith once delivered to the saints. Oh 
that they would now return to their first love, and 
come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty 

There are also powerful revivals in Potsdam and 
Hopkinton, neighboring towns. In the last men- 
tioned place, hundreds are enlisting under the 
banners of the cross, and in the former, many are 
turning from the error of their ways unto holiness 

Yours, T. 


REVIVAL IN MIDDLE-HADDAM. 


About two years since this people were sudden 
ly deprived of their much loved and faithful pas 
tor, (Rev. David Selden.) He performed his usu 
al labors on the Sabbath, and died on Monda: 
evening fullowing. Te society being small, ane 
laboring under some pecuniary embarrassments, 
it was feared by many, at his death, that no herald 
of the cross would ever again stand on these wal! 
of Zion, to feed and guide this flock of Christ 
But the great Shepherd interposed. Extraordi 
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vary union and zeal pervaded the society. They 
were soon led to feel their need, and prize the ad- 
vantages of a settled minister.. After being sup- 
plied, gratuitously, by the neighboring clergy, and 
several candidates employed, during the year, they 
united in giving the present pastor an invitation to 
settle with them. He was, accordingly, ordained 
Feb. 15th, 1826. Early in the following March, 
one was powerfully awakened, and soon afier sev- 
eral were found to be unusually serious. The 
religious state of things remained much the same 
for some time—nothing decisive any way. Such 
was the appearace, however, in May, that it seem- 
ed almost certain we were about to receive a bless. 
ing from on high. Meetings increased in’ nyn- 
bers and interest. A prayer meeting held in the 
interval of divine service on the Sabbath, began 
to be crowded, and extremely solemn. Many, 
not only of the church, but members of the con- 
gregation, attended; and evinced, by their coun- 
tenances and manner, that they felt deeply inter- 
ested. The friends of the Redeemer, when as- 
sembled one evening fur worship, were urged to 
prepare fora revival. Although it could not be 
said that a work of grace had erlensively commen. 
ced, yet it was evident the Holy Spirit was ready 
to bestow a blessing the moment we were prepared 
to receive it. In the mean time, pastoral visits 
were frequent. Families and individuals were 
eteniead with. The subject of religion was 
brought home to every heart. Personal conver- 
sation was close and particular,—Chiristians were 
urged to awake to activity and duty,—and sinners 
pressed to awake to repentance and faith. 

At a general church meeting in July, the mem- 
bers agreed to spend an hour at a particular time 
in prayer, especially for a revival. At the same 
meeting a committee was chosen to visit, and con- 
verse with each member of the church. Soon af- 
ter this the church spent a season in private fast- 
ing; and on the following week a day of public 
fasting was observed. All these ineasures seemed 
to be greatly blessed. The hour of private con- 
cert was precious and animating. The visits of 
the committee awakened general interest through- 
out the church and society,—the season of private 
fasting prepared admirably for the public fast. At 
this precious season, the windows of Heaven seem- 
ed opened, and a blessing was poured out so copi- 
ously, that there was scarcely room to receive it. 
Though many were very solemn and several deep- 
ly anxious previous to the adoption of these meas- 
ures; it was not until after these, that it became 
manifest and certain that a general revival had 
actually begun. Then the degree of anxiety great- 
ty increased, and converts were multiplied. 

September was a month memorable in the his 
tory of this season of refreshing from on high. 
Scarce a day passed, but our ears were greeted 
with the glad news, that some soul bad hopefull, 
submitted to God,—scarce a meeting was attend 
ed but some sinner, heretofore careless and uncon- 
cerned, was awakened to a sense of bis guilt and 
danger. Every season of public worship present 
ed us with the sight of a deeply interested and 
crowded assembly. Every sermon proved like 
the fire and hammer to break in pieces the flinty 
rock of man’s heart. During their delivery (ex- 
cept the preacher’s voice) nothing was heard, but 
the broken sobs and half suppressed sighs of some 
anxious sinner,—nothing seen, except the solemn 
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countenance, or falling tear of some inquiring soy! 
Our meetings of inquiry were strictly anrious 
meetings. Seldom any attended save those deep. 
ly impressed. This gave them the advantage o/ 
peculiar solemnity. Some of these seasons wij) 
never be forgotten. I might mention severa| 
which excited in my feelings peculiar interes;, 
But I forbear, lest I weary the patience of the read. 
er. Many, whose countenances, when they came, 
bespoke the deep anguish of their seul, left elate 
with joy and hope. Of those who attended one 
of these meetings, it was found the next morning 
that three had hopefully submitted. J might men- 
tion many very striking instances of conviction and 
conversion; but I need not. Every revival, I pre. 
sume, presents similar. It has been such a season, 
as was never before witnessed by this people. Al- 
most every family in the society, have been, in 
some measure, sharers. In some two, others three, 
and in one, five, have been hopefully born again. 
It has been, principally, among the youth. Few 
over thirty, and (I think,) none over sixty. The 
general characteristics of the work have been still- 
ness, order and solemnity. Convictions have been 
often long, and always deep and pungent,—con- 
versions sudden, but not attended with high flights 
of joy at first. Tne precise number of those in- 
dulging hope among us, cannot be accurately de- 
termined at present,—it is, probably, not far from 
80. Sixty have been added ta the chureh since 
my ordination ; 50 by profession, and ten by letter. 
Several more may be expected to join. The work, 
we trust, has not yet ceased. Our meetings are 
crowded, attentive, and solemn; many are stil! 
anxious, buc few have been found of late to have 
indulged hope. Yours, Cuarues Benruey. 
Jan. 30, 1827. [Conn. Obs. 


Revivat in Barre, Vr.—On the first Sabbath 
in January, seventy-one persons, including those 
of grey hairs down to children of eleven and twelve 
years, came forward and united with the church 
under the pastoral care of Rev. Justus French. 
More than two hundred, we are informed, are re- 
joicing in hope, as the fruit of this revival, and the 
good work is still progressing. The work is not 
confined to one denomination. The Methodist 
Society shates largely in its fruits: and we are in- 
iormed that in the Universalist society, a spirit of 
inquiry exists, and the necessity and duty of prayer 
is ore than usually felt and practised. It may 
gladden the hearts of the friends of Zion at a dis- 
tance to learmthat the commencement of a revival 
of religion is experienced in this Village: and as 
it may excite them to pray for the prosperity ol 
Zion, we mention the fact that about twenty have 
expressed a hope of having recently passed frou 
death unto life-—Montpelier Watchman. 


Brunswick, (near Troy) N. ¥.—A gentlem1 
residing in this place, says in a letter to his friend, 
—* The Lord carried on his work, till nearly a! 
the litle congregation were converted. Over on 
hundred have expressed hope. Sixty-eight © 
these were added to the church at our recent col: 
munion. Of the bible class, consisting of forty. 
four only are without hope, and these are unde! 
more or less conviction. Of all the members whe 
have attended our meetings with any degree 0! 
regalarity the year past, not more thin seven or 
eight, including the four above mentioned, remat" 
without hope. Laus Deo.” 
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LOTTERIES. 


Ma. Hare,—I perceive a proposition is now 
before the Legislature, the object of which is the 
general legalization of lotteries in this Common- 
wealth. 

I caunot permit a measure which appears to 
me so full of evil to the morals of the community 
to pass, without entering my humble protest a 

ainst it. 

It is not enough that we ourselves, after a full 
examination of the subject, have denounced and 
prohibited lotteries? that the state of New York 
has made their prohibition a part of the fabric of 
her constitution ?—that England, with all her dis- 
position to draw revenue from the vices and fol- 
lies of her subjects, has yielded to the public sen- 
timent, and formally and forever abandoned a 
source of income, which all her moralists have 
condemned as the fruitful mother of idleness, prod- 
igality, poverty, crime? ls all this a delusion, a 
mistake ? or has Massachusetts turned recreant ? 

Whatisa lottery? A scheme of direct, unqual. 
ified gambling; nothing else—for what is gam- 
bling? The distribution of property by chance, 
in the turn of a card or the throw of a dice ;—in 
some cases it involves a trial of skill, which is an 
advantage no lottery can possess. No, it is the 
simple taking of money from one or many, and 
giving it to others by the rule of chance. 

But, say some very wise ones, it is no more 
gambling than the lawful business of Insurance, 
which is founded on risks and hazards. There is 
no similarity in the cases. Insurance is a contri- 
bution from the many who go safe to indemnify 
the few who meet loss. It is a fountain of safety 
and confidence ; it promotes industry, and equali- 
zes misfortune.. But with a lottery there is no 
qualifying circumstance,—no industry promoted, 
—no distress alleviated,—all is downright, abso- 
lute waste. It is true 1 may be told, the money 
derived from lotteries is applied to useful objects ; 
but I cannot admit this as an argument in their fa- 
vor. If it is a good one, repeal your statutes 
against gambling, and other immoralities—fix 
your price on Rouge and Noir tables—graduate 
your scale of licenses for brothels in every town, 
a la mode de Paris. If the application of the mo 
ney will wash out sin, it were as well to go for the 
whole. 

But the argument most relied on, I am ashamed 
to say, is the assertion, that the law against lotte- 
ries cannot be enforced. It is a libel on the State. 
Asa descendant of the Puritans, I blush at the 
imputation of their posterity—that a good ani 
wholesome law cannot be executed in this land of 
steady habits. Let our public councils support 
the law ; 1 will answer for public opinion support- 
ing ils execution. 

But there is one view of the subject, which I 
cannot but think entitled to special consideration 
at this time. Massachusetts is becoming a great 
manufacturing state—numerous large villages are 
expanding in every direction. No other part of 
the world can boast a manufacturing population 
50 Virtuous, so industrious. In every quarter Sav- 
ings Banks are organizing, to secure the fruits of 
industry ; societies forming for the improvement 
of the mind. But change the scene: open in 
these villages two or three lottery offices, with 
their goddesses of wealth, wheels of fortune, and 
‘lowers of gold ; let the female operatives, now so 
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cheerful and contented, be well plied with lottery 
nostruins, for unfortunately there is a strong gam- 
bling propensity in human nature ; let one of them 
be so unfortunate as to draw a considerable prize ; 
—I leave you to decide, Mr. Editor, if the louery 
infection would not be a greater curse to these es- 
tablishments, than pestilence or famine. It is 
hardly too much to say, that the luttery system 
might eventually jeopardize this important interest, 
I do hope, sir, we shall be spared the mortifica- 
tion of a measure so retrogade in morals and po- 
litical economy. A Frienp To InpustTrRy. 
Boston Duily Adv.) 


A PIOUS FAMILY. 


In obscurity dwelt the pious family.—By the 
side of an almost unfrequented road stood the 
lonely cottage. Mean and humble was its ap- 
pearance ; afflicted and poor was its inhabitants, 
The good man and his affectionate companion 
wrought hard, when able, to supply the family’s 
wants. But often, very often, sickness deprived 
them of power to labor, and they felt the pinch- 
ing hand of poverty ; but not a murmur was heard 
to escape their lips, nor did the scowl] of discord 
sit upon their brow. No slovenly neglect was 
found in this abode of poverty and affliction. 

Within was the model of neatness and order. 
The word of God was never neglected ; the throne 
of grace was never deserted ; around the family 
altar, in humble prostration, met in frequent and 
pious devotion, this household of faith. 

The children were taught the way of salvation 
by precept, and rendered impressive by example. 

Meek-eyed patience appeared in all her loveli- 
ness, and she was yet the more lovely, because 
she enabled the godd man, with a’calm and un- 
ruffled temper of mind, to bear the ills of life. 
lu the family was authority without severity, and 
submission without servility. Here you could 
find friendship flowing in purest streams, with all 
the graces adorning the possession. A fund of 
true religious knowledge was found within the 
walls of this humble cot. Intelligence and con- 
tentinent, praise and thanksgving, were the con- 
stant inmates of the pious family. 

Providence siniled, and they were humble and 
grateful. The children grew up to manhood. 
The parents gathered strength as age advanced. 
The comforts of life crowned their efforts. The 
children being well instructed, they embraced the 
religion of their parents, the religion of Jesus, and 
were prepared to act their parc in society, with dig- 
nity and advantage. Now you behold the gospel 
shining in all its splendor giving ornament and 
grace to his family, and the family saved and im- 
proved, and becoming an ornament and bies- 
sing in the neighborhood in which they live. 
The man is happy whose God is the Lord. No 
tell tale folly embitters the domestic circle. Mu- 
tual attachment supports the mutual interest and 
comfort. The lively hope of immortality ever 
gilds the glooin of age, and gives cheerfulness to 
decrepitude. The aged parents are honored by 
children and friends; with patriarchal joy the fa- 
ther looks forward to the land of promise, and 
anticipates the day when he shall arrive at home 
with the children God hath given him. Bles- 
sed, and truly honorable, issuch a family, for they 
are accepte@ of God and approved of men. 

| Rel. Mess. 
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§22 
MUSIC. 


A musical correspondent presents us with the fol- 
lowing inquiry :-— 


“ Does not distinct articulation injure the har- 
mony and melody of music ?” 


This inquiry must receive a negative answer, in 
all cases where the articulation is not unnecessari- 
ly forced and laboured. 

The first attempts at articulation, will of course 
be more o1 Jess displeasing to the ear ; because they 
are requned to be made with a great precission 
and effort; awd because this leads to a distorted 
enunciation. 

The pupil, in the first instance, fixes his sole at- 
tention on letters and syllables, being careful to 
give special prominence tu those consonants which 
cau only be whispered—not sung; to withhold 
his prolongation of semi-vowels, such as f, |, m, 
&c. and to give to every syllable an exact form of 
musical uuerance. The precision, hesitation and 
harshness which are thus occasioned, begin to di- 
minish when the accent is applied ; but it is not till 
the subjects of emphasis and expression have been 
taken up, that articulation becomes natural and 
agreeable. Even in this state of cultivation, the 
singer sometimes articulates too harshly for exist- 
ing circumstances ; though in nineteen cases out 
of twenty, the fault is of the opposite kind. 

In public assemblies, that articulation which 
seems harsh to the performers themselves, will ap- 
pear just in character to the more distant bearers ; 
and singers are not always willing to exercise the 
self-denial which this circumstance requires. ‘This 
however they ought to do in all cases; and thev 
should occasionally be taken-to the place of per- 
formance, to ascertain by actwa! observation what 
measure of exertion and distinctness are required, 
Let teachers do their duty, and let singers feel 
a corresponding and continual obligation, and 
church music will in most cases be understood with- 
out an interpreter, and sufficiently musical to sat- 
isfy the most fastidious ear among the assembly 
of worshippers. 

It is to be feared that the importance of this sub- 
ject will never be fully understood till Christians 
can-be more generally prevailed upon to take it 
up. Why should so much be entrusted to the di- 
rection and management of individuals, who have 
no one sympathy of soul which is in unison with 
the required spirituality of the exercise.—MW. Rec. 


LOVE TO CHRIST. 


Messas. Epirors,—In thé’ summer of 1821 it 
was my pleasant lot to meet, at the house of the 
venerable Dr. Waugh of London, with four young 
ministers from Geneva and its neighborhood, 
whom persecutions, on account of their evangelic 
al character, had driven to the British metropolis 
for ordination, Ov being introduced to them by 
an American brother, they took me eagerly by 
the hand, inquiring affectionately for Dr. Mason, 
and expressing the warmest gratitude toward him 
for the encouragement he had given them during 
his visit to Geneva a few years before. 

They spoke of themselves in terms of great sim- 
plicity and meekness, remarking that their ac 

vaintance with the truth was quite limited,—that 
the most of their time had been spent in error,— 
that they had lately learned a little of Christ cru- 


Music.—Love to Christ.—Look weil to your Lambs. 
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cified, and had been preaching what they knew of 
Christ crucified, and nothing else. 

One of them, in a manner too interesting ang 
impressive for me ever to foiget, asked me thi, 
— ; * Do you think the young men of the 

hevlogical Institutions in America love the Lord 
Jesus?” I replied, “I think the majority of then 
do;” and presuming the inquiry to have procced. 
ed, in some measure, from the supposition, that 
the study of divinity was as purely speculative and 
professional here, as in many of the Enropean 
Universities, I took occasion to point out to hin 
the difference. But that question, proposed wit) 
so much simplicity and feeling—how often has it 
occurred to my recollection! how frequently has 
it suggested to my mind the sadly slighted truth, 
that love to Christ is the prime requisite of clerical 
character! how often have I wished that all the 
theological students in our country had heard it, as 
it came from the lips of the dear young Swiss. 
—WN. Y. Obs.) P. 


LOOK WELL TO YOUR LAMBS. 





Let mjnisters who are indifferent to Sunday schools, 
apply the following beautiful simile: 


My father, although a man of slender frame, 
was very industrious, and employed his time and 
strength with so much discretion and good judg- 
ment, that he accomplished far more than most 
of his neighbors. It was his custom, and theirs, 
to keep considerable flocks of sheep; and there 
was no part of his business to which he always 
paid so strict attention as the care of his lambs, 
In consequence of this, hé scarcely ever lost one; 
and his flock was so “ fat and flourishing,” that it 
was always acknowledg«i to be the best in the 
town. One of his neighbors, however, had a dil- 
ferent view of things; and although by no means 
a slack man, he never went to work inthe way 
which my father thought was most effective in re- 
sults. 

I remember one winter, that on a cold stormy 
morning, soon after breakfast, this neighbor called 
at our house, aud was as usual cordially greeted; 
but upon heing observed to look rather serious, 
was kindly asked the cause. “Oh,” said he, “I 
have a great deal of trouble about my sheep. Y«s- 
terday, three of my largest lambs, after being los! 
in the bushes, in their racing to find their dams, 
jumped into a hole, which had been filled by the 
late rains, and were drowned ; and this morning [ 
have found four others frozen in the snow. Now 
is not this enough to make me sober ?” 

Certainly, said my father, it is quite a loss ; but 
you should not have allowed your lambs to rainble 
in the fields yesterday. In the winter it is always 
injurious to them; and if those which died this 
morning, had been well sheltered and provides 
for during the night, you weuld not have lost them. 
Old sheep are hardy, and have learned to tak 
some care of themselves; but the tender lambs é- 
quire our constant attention. 

“ Ah,” replied he, “ you are continually, of lat? 
years, talking to me about the improved modes 0! 
1aising lambs ; but it takes more time than I ca’ 
get to look well after my sheep; and as to th’ 
lambs, I leave it almost entirely to the boys to 10% 
after theav, though I see thei occasionally w!” 
the flock is collected.” 





But, replied my father, although I make the bo" 
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assist me in the labor, yet I never trust implicitly 
to them; and [ can assure you, from my own ex- 
perience, that your flock will never prosper until 
you pay more attention to your lambs. You know 
what special care | bestow upon mine—and Ihave 
jus: but one in three years, while half of yours die 
every Winter; and besides, those that do live, make 
generally but sickly sheep, and produce, with all 
your care of them after they are grown, but lean 
wutton and light fleeces; while mine, you know, 
from the care I take of Them when young, grow 
up vigorously and make fine sheep, noted for their 
weight, and flavor, and fleece. 

By this time our veighbor grew a little impa- 
tient, and took his leave; convinced, I believe, 
though he would not acknowledge it, that be must 
in future take better care of his lambs. 





SURE MARKS OF A BACKSLIDER. 


When you hear a man always conversing about 
worldly concerns, who used to make spiritual 
things his constant topic of conversation ; when 
you know him to neglect the means of grace; 
when you hear him always trifling, telling simple 
stories or diverting anecdotes, and laughing hear- 
lily, occasionally using some new-found express- 
ion, Or prostituting some passage of scripture, to 
assist him in his merriment; when he loves trifling 
companions, and shuns the company of the pious ; 
when he is always restless and uneasy, frequently 
changing his opinions concerning religious sub- 
jects, and introducing wild speculations on differ- 
ent fundamental principles ; when you often hear 
him treating the character of religious persons in- 
differently, or caluimniating those who once were 
his companions, or railing against others ;—above 
all when you know him to neglect the use of pri 
vale prayer ;—wten any, or all of these things are 


/ manifest in any one who once was happy in God’s 
love, you may be assured that be is a backslider. 


And be sure to speak to him as such; and if he 


_ be offended at your plainness, or get warm, and 


6 ae, 


express great surprise at you for intunating such a 


» thing, you may be still more confirmed in your 
» belief that he zs one. Then leave him not, till you 
jhave cleared your skirts of his blood; and the 


prayers of the writer shall follow your exertions.— 


Lord have mercy on the backslider. 


PeRSEVERANCE, 
ANECDOTE. 
Singular efficacy of Social Prayer. 


_A clergyman, who was not very remarkable for 
iis zeal in the cause of his divine Master, while trav- 
flung, not many months ago, in a certain section of 
this state, stopped for the night in a place where there 
Was an extensive revival of religion. After resting 
for a short time at the inn, his curiosity to view the 
place led him to stroll through the streets. He had 
hot proceeded far in bis evening ramble, before his 
*ar was arrested by the voice of prayer. He paused 
and listened, and finding that the voice issued from a 
retired and humble dwelling by the road side, stran- 

tras he was, he resolved to euter. On entering, he 

— himself unexpectedly surrounded by a band of 

‘scipies assembled for special prayer. He cast his 


‘ye about upon the little group, in a vain endeavor to 


some one whom he could recognize as an ac- 


{aintance ; but all were strangers in person, though 
ree in Christ. Collecting his wandering thoughts, 
wed himself in the humble attitude of prayer, 








Fund.— Obituary. 623 
and, to his infinite surprise, he soon discovered that 
himself by name and the people of his charge were 
the subjects of ardent and importunate supplication. 
The person who was leading their devotions was an 
entire stranger to him, and yet he seemed to wrestle 
in spirit with God that he might be aroused to great- 
er faithfalness and zeal in his ministerial duties aud 
private devotions, and that God would prepare him 
to become instrumental in reviving bis work in the 
church and congregation over whom he was placed 
as a spiritual watchman. After the meeting bad clo- 
sed, being deeply impressed with the guilt of his past 
negligence, and with the responsibility of the ministe- 
rial office, he silently withdrew and returned to his 
lodgings. Not long after this event, be returned to 
his people, and resumed, with renewed vigor, the du- 
ties of his office. Within a short time, a revival com- 
menced in his congregation, and three hundred were 
early numbered as the hopeful subjects of redeeming 
mercy. The revivals in both mentioned places still 
continue.— Troy Revieve. 


THE FASHION OF THE WORLD PASSETH AWAY 


If you lo: k on a picture, where there is painted a rich 
man and a poor beggar, you neither envy the one nor des- 
pise the other, because you know them to be shadows and 
not realities. The same judgment we ought to make of 
the things themselves. All are but shadows, and little 
more than nothing What is seen is temporal, that which 
is not seen is eternal. 





Greek Fusp.—We understand that the fund 
in the hands of the Greek committee in this city, 
is between 9 and 10,000, and, it is calculated, will 
be increased to 15,000 dollars. A vessel wil! 
shortly be despatched with flour and provisions, 
and another sent as soon after as convenient, 
The committee intend making application to the 
Legislature for a handsome donation in money ; 
and Mr, Bradish has,kindly consented to go to 
Albany to promote the application by his feeling 
and forcible representation of the state of things, as 
viewed by himself in Greece. Mr. Miller of Ver- 
mont, who has also recently returned from that 
country, has been written to by the committee with 
a request that he will go out as agent in charge of 
the remittances.—.4m. 











Trowbridge, widow of the late Mr. John Trowbridge, 
aged 73; on Sunday morning last, of consumption, 
Mr. William Warden, of the firm of Flagg & War- 
den, aged 28. 

At Woodbridge, on the 19th, suddenly, Mrs. Sarah 
Tuttle, wife of Mr. Seymour Tuttle, aged 43 years. 

At North Killingworth, Mrs. Martha Nettleton, 
wife of Mr. John N. aged 74; Mr. Jeremiah Netthe- 
ton, aged 42—both suddenly. 

At Waterbury, on the 4th inst. Miss Sarah H. 
Pritchard, daughter of Mr. David Pritchard, aged 18 

ears. 

. At Hartford, Mrs. Prudence Bigelow, aged 66; Mr 
John White, aged 74, 

‘At Newburyport, Moses Brown, Esq. eminently 
distinguished as a useful merchant and benevolent 
Christian. 

At Fortville, Cherokee Nation, on the 20th ult, 
Charles Renatus Hicks, second principal chief of the 
nation. 

At St. Croix, on the 11th ult. Mr. William R. Com 
ton, of Middletown, Conn. aged 33. 

At Cambridge, Mass. on the 28th ult. Major Loring 
Austin, late ol the United States army, and aid-de- 
camp to Major-Generai Brown in the last war, aged 
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THE CHANGE. 

My spirit was sad when evening fell 
Around my infant home ; 

There was a voice that seemed to tell 
Of griefs that were to come— 

Of friends whose parting word should be 

A long aod last farewell to me— 

Of change, forgetfulness, and wo, 

Blighting what hearts were left to glow. 


I stood—where years before 1 stood— 
Before that early home ; 

The winter's whelming torrent-flood 
Had flung not there its foam ; 

Nor there had war with crimson hand 

Huried in his wrath the flaming brand ; 

Nor pestilence nor famine raved, 

Nor tyranny the land enslaved. 


But there the hand of time had wrought 
That perishing change on ail, 

Which boned but for the brooding thought 
The ruin ere the fall; 

Making the heart's deep pulse to be 

A warning of eternity, 

Aud love for things of earth to seem 

The wasted music of a dream. 


The flowers had perished not, but grew 
Less floridly and bright ; 
They had not that same living hue, 
‘That odorous breath of light, 
Which was around them when each stem 
Bivomed for the hand that planted them, 
Aad every thing beside was gay, 
And full of young sweet bealth as they. 


And there were all the things the eye 
Had registered within the breast, 
Wearing the same reality, 
But not the charm ot old possessed ; 
And where another's eye had seen 
But lithe change in wha:.nad been, 
‘To me time seemed with quicker tread 
His desolating hand to spread. 


My heart had borne the blight aod storm, 
The toil of many years ; 
But there was round the darkest form 
That wo or peril wears, 
No gloom so deep as that which pressed 
Heavily on the aching breast, 
When hope its long-sought home surveyed, 
And found cach home-loved thing decayed. 


‘Tis not the retrospective glance 

Adown the stream of years, 
That makes us scorn the dizzy dance 

Of earthly hopes and fears ; 
It is the change of things we love 
} or their sakes who are now above— 
‘The change of things whose forms are wrouglit 
Lute that linked chain of thought. 

Amulet for 1827. 
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EARTALY CHANGES. 

I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the 
world, mine age is departed, and is removed from me asa 
shepherd's tent. —Isa. xxxiti. 11, 12. 

pherd’s te ; 

It was in the bleak season of a cold autumn, by the side 
of a large moor, that I one day sawa shepherd's tent. 


en a 
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was composed of straw and fern, and secured under the 
warmer side of a hedge, with a few briers and sta, 
Thither, for about a week, he took shelter, unti! the ia 
hage failed his flock, and he removed, I knew not Whith 
er. His tent was, however, left behind. A few days ,; 
ter, I rode that way, and looked for the shepherd's ‘je, 
bat it wasgone. The stormy winds had scattered iis (;,, 
materials, and only a few fragments strewed the gro), 
to mark out that once, for a brief day, the tent had its ros 
idence, and the shepherd his solace there. And such, ; 
this life, and such are all the airy expectations and im, 
inary felicities, and hoped-{gr ports and places bene: 
the sup. Time scatters them, as the storm did the stray 
and fern of the shepherd’s tent. A thousand events a, 
continually transpiring, which remove men from the pa. 
tures and possessions of to-day, and eject them fiom » 
their anxiously reared habitations, and drive them af, 
off from their fields and estates. Their years pass on x 
the hours of the day ; their hours fly, as it were, with t); 
rapidity of moments, and soon, very soon comes that |, 
mentable hour, when they who sought and desired the, 
good things on earth, must behold man no more with {iy 
inhabitants of the world. Oh, how sad is such an eve, 
to him who is at ease in hfs possessions, who has bee 
laying field to field, and house to house, and is not ric; 
towards God! For then his age, his hopes, his expect. 
tions are departed forever—they are removed as a ship. 
herd’s tent.—Ch. Reg. 
Time is the mest precious, and yet the most brittle jew. 
el we have: it is what every man bids largely for, whe 
a wanis it, but squanders it away most lavishly when be 
as if. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


Some of the children set a great value upon what other 
migit deem a worthless thing. A teacher lent a little 
dull, graceless boy, a small penny book, containing halla 
dozen hymns, promising him a reward when he could re- 
peat one by heart. The week following, the boy returned 
the book, and informed the teacher that he was gomg 
leave the school and live at Manchester: the teacher 
tuok the book and gave hima six-pence. The boy mee 
ing another teacher, told tfim -what he had been doing, 
adding, “ I'd rather he had given me the book than mau 
asix-pence.” We have learnt since, that the boy could 
not rest till he had obtained another book of the same 
kind, and has committed te memory the whole of 
the hymns, and forms his life by the spixit which they 
breathe.—Bridgehonses Methodist School. 





MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 


On the 15th December last, a Missionary Association 
auxiliary to the Westera District Auxiliary F. M. Socie 
ty, of New-Haven County, was organized at Whitney: 
ville, under the title of “The Missionary Association 0 
Gentlemen at Whitneyville Armory.” 

The following gentlemen were choson officers of tlt 
Association : 


Capt. Jacop Wuirtinc, President. 
Col. Puiros Brake, Vice Presidet 
Deac. Lyman Forp, Secretary 
Evi Wuirney Brake, Esq. Treasurer. 


Messrs. Elisha Lester and Jonathan Kilborn, Auéilo™ 

Mr. daron Kilborn, Collector. 

Fourteen dollars bave been raised and forwarded by 
gentlemen composing this Association, to the Treasury ” 
the American Board. 
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